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What is twitter?

Twitter is a networking service where users can post highly
constrained short updates (called ”tweets”)

Tweets can contain text, images, links, and/or hashtags

Hashtags can reference subjects such as #JSM2019 or
#DataScience

Tweets can ‘tag’ other twitter users (such as
@hadleywickham, @visnut, or @NateSilver538).

Great creativity can be found in constraints: limited to 280
characters (was formerly 140)

Twitter makes money (or loses less of it) by selling targeted
ads
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Connection to science outreach

build on efforts to raise public awareness of science

work to leverage formal and informal science education

share news and updates

overall goal: raise profile of the discipline
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Tweeting about statistics and data science

New developments and announcements

Crowd-sourcing ideas

Supporting a conference

Promoting an organization
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Conferences (New Researchers Conference 2019)
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Conferences (JSM 2019)
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Crowdsourcing advice
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Sparking discussions
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Analytics

Who is engaging with my tweets?
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Analytics
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Analytics: Events (alas no JSM)
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A selection of notable tweeters
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Using Twitter for Education: Mark Ferris
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Using Twitter for Education: Tang and Hew (Computers
and Education, 2017)

1 Provide information and technological training sessions, as
well as interaction opportunities prior to class

2 Provide clear description of Twitter-related educational
activities

3 Consider making Twitter mandatory

4 Provide regular academic and personal support

5 Provide access to broader learning communities
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Using social media for outreach and advocacy

Connecting with partners and allies

Offering useful information and new ideas

Drawing attention to your issues

Being transparent about who you are

Avoiding jargon

See more at the Union of Concerned Scientists website
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Using social media for outreach and advocacy (Weiditch)
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Other recommended practices

Great list curated by Hootsuite (https:
//blog.hootsuite.com/how-to-get-twitter-followers/)

1 pin your best tweet

2 perfect your bio

3 have a human face

4 leverage other feeds

5 embed tweets in your blog

6 tweet consistently

7 follow people

8 ask good questions

9 be generous
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Closing thoughts

Statistics and data science play integral roles in our society
and continue to receive increased public attention

With this increased interest, statisticians have a rich
opportunity to communicate with and educate the public
about the power and potential of our discipline

Social media has the potential to augment and complement
other outreach efforts
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Blogging and tweeting checklist (Sciencemag.org)

Is my research solid?

Is the broad dissemination of my results under any
restrictions?

Is my writing accurate and sufficiently substantiated?

Did I reach out to collaborators or the authors before writing
about their work?

Have I differentiated my own comments from those of the
speaker or author?

Are my comments likely to offend anyone?

Have I obtained copyright permission to reproduce content?
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